Working group 4 
People as the makers of democracy in the Baltic Sea Region 

This working group focuses on civic participation in the Baltic Sea Region. Our aim is to discuss participation and advocacy in the Baltic Sea countries, and to share ideas. The group sets off from the notion that people are active, interested and willing to participate in decision-making, and also capable of doing so; it makes sense to make use of their abilities and widen participation in order to build better societies. This will be the topic of our discussion.
Method of working and topics
We will use participatory methods, including interactive voting. All participants will take an active part in brainstorming new kinds of opportunities for democratic participation. The working group will concentrate on the exchange of ideas, sharing good practices from around the region and, above all, on brainstorming a variety of new effective ways to participate. We shall use an interactive voting device to activate participants and to make our themes more concrete.

 

The workshop has two main themes, which will be organised as workshops:

 

Deliberation as a democratic tool
Deliberative democracy is an approach that is based on debate and deliberation. It includes the notion of ideal governance where the justification for political decisions emerges from a debate that brings people together, regardless of their status or position, to put forth and hear various arguments and to discuss them as equals. Deliberative democracy complements representational democracy but does not replace it. In this working group the aim is to discuss and discover ways in which deliberative democracy could improve citizens’ participation in society and decision making, and to share ideas about methods of deliberative democracy.
NGOs as a democratic platform
NGOs are effective actors. According to Finnish research, people feel that they are more able to influence public decision-making through NGOs than political parties. NGOs’ advocacy contribution varies greatly because they are active in all parts of society and they have different kinds of contacts with officials and decision makers. Nonetheless, NGOs could be an even more effective platform to channel civic opinion and activity. In this workshop participants have the opportunity to discuss NGOS’ means and opportunities together with other NGO representatives from all over the Baltic Sea region.
Monday, June 2:

13:30-15:30 

2 presentations (ca. 20-30 minutes each) for the whole group (one on deliberation, one on NGOs and democratic development; 1 speaker from Finland (confirmed), one from another country)
Good examples of NGO work in different countries  (ca. 10-15 minutes)
General discussion and time for questions
Voting
16:00-18:00

2 debates, using the aquarium method (panelists from different countries)

The aquarium method is a participative method to discuss an issue or a problem. The idea is to have all participants sitting in two circles, the inner circle and the outer circle. The debate begins with a presentation of a problem that emerges from the morning’s presentations, after which it is discussed by the inner circle. In the next phase, the outer circle joins in, and the activity concludes in a joint summary. The debate lasts for 45-60 minutes.
Joint discussion, summary of the day
 

Tuesday, June 3:

11:00-13:00

Good examples of NGO work from different countries (ca. 10 minutes) + discussion (arranged in two groups with different themes)

Joint discussion using interactive voting etc. to summarise the day 

Joint work on final statement

The ideas that emerge from the workshops shall be discussed together and used as a contribution to the final statement.
We are looking for presentations from participating countries:
Short presentations from all over the region. The idea is to present good examples or success stories about NGO advocacy. The scope can either be on local activities, or on examples of work taken on the national or international level. We are also interested in hearing from people at the NGO/politics/research interface. The presentations will be arranged thematically. They should be relatively short, ca. 10 minutes to allow for questions and debates. We shall also use the presentations as a starting point for brainstorming activities.

Contact person: Marion Fields, Coordinator, OK Study Centre, Helsinki, Finland. Email: marion.fields@ok-opintokeskus.fi  
